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gives a solid foundation for harmonious social activity. The
truth is that the metaphysical stage must underlie the theologi-
cal and positive stages, if they are to be of any value. Man may
persuade himself that a 'subjective synthesis9 in terms of some
subjective experience, like pleasure or coherence within the
limits of such experience, is enough, but sooner or later he will
find that the very form of the judgement, A is E, commits him
to the search for objective truth. Not only does the history of
metaphysics prove this; the history of religion and the history of
science are witnesses to the eternal search for what is. It is true
that the Renaissance heralded a period of such excessive criti-
cism that social instability was inevitable. But Comte's pro-
posal that the human race should agree to be blindfolded in
order to ensure mental quiescence was a remedy obviously
worse than the disease. To replace the metaphysical question of
the meaning of existence and of the reality of a personal God
by creating a patent and deceptive catchword, Humanity; to
replace the ethical problem of right and wrong by appealing to
feelings of egoism and altruism; to replace the law of nature by
the empirical sequence of arbitrarily chosen facts; and, at the
same time, to hope that these substitutes would serve instead of
the original convictions or genuine problems was to imagine
that the deepest realities of life could live on the most glaring
superficialities. There can be no artificial solution of social
instability founded on intellectual, moral, and religious dis-
agreement. Equally there can be no social stability until this
disagreement makes way for an agreement based on a percep-
tion of the truth.

The Middle Ages organized society on what they believed to
be metaphysical reality. Their failure lay not in their ideas,
but in the inefficiency of the means at their disposal to convert
ideas into actualities. Scepticism, whether in the form of free-
thought or in the form of Calvinistic private judgement and
individual self-sufficiency, completed the breakdown of this
organization. The remains of the medieval moral beliefs in the
shape of individual rights kept up a constant attack on the
positive State, first in the guise of a de facto arbitrary force and